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              The Cold War Era 

Cuban Missile Crisis 

• Cuba was an ally of the Soviet Union and 
received diplomatic and financial aid from it. In 
April 1961, leaders of the USSR were worried 
that the United States of America would 
invade communist-ruled Cuba and overthrow 
its President Fidel Castro. 

 

• In 1962, the leader of the Soviet Union, Nikita 
Khrushchev, placed nuclear missiles in Cuba 
for converting it into a Russian base. 

 

• Three weeks later, Americans became aware 
of it. The US President John F. Kennedy and 
his advisers tried to find a solution to avoid 
full-scale nuclear war. But they were 
determined to get Khrushchev to remove the 
missiles and nuclear weapons.  
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